
Gate City Charter School For the Arts 

Friends of Gate City Meeting 

Date: 10/15/15 

Time: 1:30pm 

Location: 7 Henry Clay Dr, Merrimack, NH 

Attendance: 

Debbie Christianson 

Charisa Martin 

Amy Savoie 

Sarah Hall 

Jennifer Piper 

Melanie Butler 

Danielle Preston 

Nadia Doty 

Jenny Hitzeman 

Melanie Dohoney 

Megan King 

Meredith Chicklis 

I. Update From the Board of Trustees- Debbie Christianson 

II. Teacher Update- Amy Savoie 

A. Ms. Savoie was only aware of events as they come through the students 
backpacks via fliers 

B. An attendee suggested the use of a Google calendar so everyone would be up to 
speed on events, including teachers 

C. It was mentioned that someone needed to update the calendar on a regular basis; 
a few attendees offered their service and Debbie Christianson offered to do it. 

III. Budget- Sarah Hall 

A. A form with past fundraisers and projected income was distributed, mentioning 
specifically the 5K and the Snowball Dance as significant sources of income. 

B. Debbie mentioned the Square One art needing to be discontinued per Karin 
Cevasco because of the time consumption 



C. Liz Kolb was to be notified about the cancellation of Square One Art 

D. Sarah and Debbie went over the budget and projected income and expenses 

E. 1/3 of the money (approximately $1600.00) was allocated to adding onto the 
playground 

F. There was discussion of adding a parkour circuit (pull up bars, etc) 

G. There was also discussion of purchasing a cash box, as well as a sandwich board 
for the parking lot 

H. Attendees were encouraged to pore over the budget, and Melanie Butler asked 
about the Creativity Closet and donations to it 

I. Debbie Christianson mentioned the need for shelving for the Creativity Closet 

IV. Introductions (names, positions (if applicable) and names of children 
attending the school) 

V. Paint Your Way 5K Update- Sarah Hall 

A. There have been meetings at the Riverwalk Café for several weeks, there has been 
$2870.00 pledged so far, and 30 adults registered 

B. Shirts are limited, but registration is still open, medals for participants who 
attend 

C. ¾ of a mile into the race there will be a painting station consisting of 6 small 
stations, as well as a music station after the bridge. 

D. There is a need for people to man the race and direct racers in the right direction; 
adults don’t have to register if they are walking their children 

E. Orange Leaf Frozen Yogurt, Starbucks, and Whole Foods will be donating goods 
to the event 

F. Fliers to go home asking for pledges, and Sarah distributed forms that can be left 
in strategic , high-traffic offices/locations 

G. Sarah opened the update for questions, and Debbie asked about their next 
meeting 

H. The next meeting scheduled for 5K will be at Riverwalk Café on 10/28/15 at 9am 

VI. Update on Scripps- Debbie Christianson  Update on Box Tops for 
Education- Nadia Doty 

A. She encouraged its usage, as the school will benefit from 20% of the earnings 

B. Nadia Doty emphasized forms as the best way to collect/organize/ship out Box 
Tops 

C. November and June are the two months checks are sent out for 

D. Jennifer Piper mentioned the Fun Book fundraiser ($32 each), and that she is in 
touch with the woman who distributes them. 



VII. Fall Festival Update- Jenny Hitzeman 

A. Will be held October 30th at the school during the school day to be partially held 
outdoor (weather permitting), and in a few locations within the school as well 

B. Stories, games, prizes, and a photo booth (Melanie will run it and send off photos 
to Shutterfly) 

C. Three stations (Outside, the Café, and the Great Room) 

D. Classes will rotate, siblings are welcome as long as parents are present 

E. Cider, water, cupcakes and cookie decorating will be held in the Café (decorating 
to be run by Holly), Melanie Butler offered to make vegan cupcakes 

F. Mary Sparks will run the paper lantern craft in the Great Room, parents to 
donate LED candles 

G. Donut on a string game in Café for the older kids 

H. Older kids were given the choice to participate and invited to send a written 
proposal of how that will be spelled out to Jenny Hitzeman on 10/16 

I. A meeting was scheduled for 10/21/15 at the Riverwalk Café for interest in the 
Festival, and a form was passed around asking for volunteers to run stations, and 
donate goods 

J. Melanie Dohoney asked for props for the photo station, and Jenny is planning on 
160 children attending 

VIII. Parents Night Out as a Fundraiser- Debbie Christianson 

A. A question was raised about the issue of liability, CPR certification, staffing, etc 

B. Amy Savoie offered perspective from her previous school doing this event, and said 
it’s a great opportunity for major fundraising 

C. Pizza and movie night was discussed, as well as separating the older and younger 
kids to suit movie preferences 

D. Fees and donations were discussed 

E. Debbie Christianson suggested the concept be shelved until we could hammer the 
logistics of the event (details, time frame, etc) 

IX. Winter Fair- Megan King 

A. She held this event at her past school, included baskets, raffles, and a cake walk 

B. Items would be up for sale, children invited to come and “shop” for Christmas 

C. Dunkin Donuts donated coffee, and 5th graders assisted with the event 

D. It was a big fundraiser for Charlotte Ave School, a consignment company was 
used for gifts, typically done the first week of December 



E. It was mentioned the activities between October and December might make it 
tight, but that we could have a basket raffle at the Snowball Dance 

F. Megan suggested selling raffle tickets to the kids at lunch, and then said that 
maybe just the basket raffle could be implemented 

G. It was offered that we should diversify the businesses we ask for donations/
sponsorship; the attendees discussed the silent auction held by Susan Linn 

H. The idea  of a Yankee Candle fundraiser was submitted, but the question was 
raised about feasibility 

I. It was suggested that the 5K was the alternative for Yankee Candle, gift wrapping, 
etc fundraisers 

X. Thoughts/Wrap Up- Debbie Christianson 

A. Meredith Chicklis was brought up to speed on the discussion of the playground, 
and said the children would be asked for their input on what to add to the 
playground. 

B. Meredith agreed to that idea. 

C. Debbie encouraged people to e-mail their ideas to be pitched at the next meeting 
to her, and recapped all the respective meetings and locations. 

XI. The next Friends of Gate City meeting was scheduled for Thursday, 
November 19, 2015 at 1:30pm in the Kindergarten classroom. 

XII. Meeting was adjourned at 2:55pm 


